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Clarence Darrow  
David W Rintels 
 
Starring Kevin Spacey 
 
Previews from 3 March  
 
Marking his last time on The Old Vic stage whilst Artistic Director, Kevin Spacey, returns to the 
iconic role of Clarence Darrow following his sell-out and critically acclaimed run of 22 
performances in 2014. Clarence Darrow previews from 3 March for six weeks only until 11 
April. 
 
In Rintels’ compelling one man play, the larger than life Darrow with his legendary wit relives 
some of his pivotal experiences, including the infamous Scopes ‘Monkey’ and ‘Thrill Killers’ 
trials which established his reputation as a courtroom giant and civil rights hero. Kevin 
Spacey's performance was widely praised as a tour de force, and this production is back 
having only run for just over two weeks in 2014. 

 
Kevin Spacey said "As my time at the helm of The Old Vic is drawing to a close, it felt the right 
choice to bring back Clarence Darrow. I had such a short run with the production last year and 
so many didn’t get the chance to see it, that it felt like a great opportunity to do a longer run. 
Clarence Darrow is a role I’ve gotten to play three different times – in a 1992 film about his 
life, as the lawyer Drummond in Inherit the Wind and finally in the marvellous David Rintel’s 
one-man play, Clarence Darrow, last year. Perhaps it is true what they say, if you do 
something long enough you just might get good at it. I look forward to sharing Darrow’s 
remarkable, inspiring life one more time in London, as we build toward the excitement of 
Matthew Warchus taking on the role of Artistic Director at our beloved Old Vic." 
 
Clarence Darrow will be staged in the round, this ambitious project is once more made 
possible by the generous support of CQS. The season of productions is supported for the 
fourth consecutive year by Bank of America Merrill Lynch. 
 
Kevin Spacey has previously appeared in The Old Vic’s productions Richard III, Speed-the-Plow 
with Jeff Goldblum, National Anthems, The Philadelphia Story, A Moon for the Misbegotten, 
which subsequently transferred to Broadway, and in Trevor Nunn’s productions of Inherit the 
Wind and Richard II. Previous theatre includes The Iceman Cometh (Evening Standard and 
Olivier Awards for Best Actor, and Tony Award nomination) directed by Howard Davies 
(Almeida, The Old Vic and Broadway), Lost in Yonkers (Tony Award, Best Supporting Actor), 
Long Day’s Journey into Night, with Jack Lemmon, directed by Jonathan Miller (Broadway and 
West End). He directed The Old Vic’s inaugural production Cloaca and directed Complicit 



	  

starring Richard Dreyfuss.  He is currently starring as Francis Underwood in the Netflix series 
House of Cards for which he recently won a Golden Globe.  
 
Thea Sharrock won the James Menzies-Kitchin young director of the year award in 2000, 
making her directorial debut with a production of Caryl Churchill's Top Girls which transferred 
to the West End and toured the UK twice. Thea was then made Britain's youngest Artistic 
Director when she took over the Southwark Playhouse for three years, before then going on 
to be the Artistic Director of the Gate Theatre in Notting Hill. Thea directed Cause Célèbre at 
The Old Vic in 2011 with Anne-Marie Duff, her other credits include productions for the 
Almeida, the Donmar, the National Theatre and many in the West End including Equus with 
Daniel Radcliffe and Richard Griffiths (also Broadway), The Misanthrope with Keira Knightly 
and Heroes with John Hurt. Her production of After the Dance for the National Theatre won 
eight major awards. She has also directed Henry V starring Tom Hiddleston for Sam 
Mendes/Neal Street and the BBC, as well as the recent Christmas Special of Call the Midwife. 
Recently on stage she directed Richard Griffiths in his last stage performance in The Sunshine 
Boys with Danny DeVito at the Savoy Theatre before directing her first musical, The 
Bodyguard at the Adelphi. She is currently directing Miranda Hart in her arena tour for 2014. 
She is delighted to be returning to The Old Vic where she has been an Associate since 2011.  
 
David W Rintels is an award-winning writer. His accolades include the Writers Guild of America 
Award for the Outstanding Dramatic Script in 1970 and in 1971 the American Bar Association 
Gavel Award, he was also nominated for an Emmy that same year. Utilising his background in 
Law, Rintels has written extensively for many legal series on television including The 
Defenders, Slattery’s People, The Senator and The Young Lawyers. 
 
Director Thea Sharrock 
Designer Alan Macdonald 
Lighting Guy Hoare 
Music  Adrian Johnston 
Sound  Gregory Clarke 
 
 
Special thanks to the Estate of Leslie Nielsen and to Barbaree Nielsen. 
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BOX OFFICE INFORMATION 
 
Box Office  0844 871 7628  |  oldvictheatre.com 
The Old Vic, The Cut, London SE1 8NB 
 
CLARENCE DARROW 
David W Rintels 
 
Tues 3 March – Sat 11 April 2015 
 
Tue-Sat 7.30pm; Sun 5pm 
 
TICKETS: £65, £50, £35, £21, £16, £10 
 
Premium seats available. For more information please call the box office. 
 
Concessions for Clarence Darrow: 
 
PwC tickets for Under 25s: 100 £12 tickets for all performances. Bookable in advance but 
tickets must be collected in person from the Box Office with proof of age. 
 
Senior Citizens: Best available reduced to £35 for all Sunday 5pm performances. 
 
Disabled Patrons: Top three prices reduced to £35 for all performances. 
 
All concessions are limited and subject to availability. All 2015 ticket prices (apart from the 
PwC tickets for Under 25s) include a £1 restoration levy. 
 
General public sale from Fri 30 Jan 2015.  
 
Audio Described Performance: Fri 3 April 7.30pm 
Touch tour: Fri 3 April 6pm 
Captioned Performance: Wed 8 April 7.30pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	    



	  

NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
Bank of America Merrill Lynch Corporate Social Responsibility 
Developing solutions for social and economic challenges is at the core of Bank of America 
Merrill Lynch’s responsibility platform. In more than 90 countries around the world, we 
partner with employees, clients and stakeholders to help make financial lives better. The firm 
focuses on responsible business practices, environmental sustainability, advancing 
opportunity in local communities through education and employability programmes and 
investing in global leadership development. We realise the power of our people and value our 
differences, recognising that our diversity makes us a stronger firm and allows us to better 
service our stakeholders. By harnessing our intellectual resources, sharing knowledge and 
connecting capital with need, we are providing opportunities that effect positive change. 
Learn more at www.bankofamerica.com/about and follow us on Twitter @BofAML. 
www.bankofamerica.com 
 
Rena DeSisto, Global Arts and Culture, and international Corporate Social Responsibility 
executive, Bank of America Merrill Lynch, said: "The Old Vic delights in so many ways – from 
their wonderful stage performances through to education programmes with local schools. In 
today’s climate, there’s a lot at stake if institutions like The Old Vic do not receive the funding 
they need for connecting communities, so we are pleased to support their incredible work for 
a fourth consecutive year.” 
 
About CQS 
CQS is once again delighted to be supporting The Old Vic. CQS is a global multi strategy asset 
management firm providing investment solutions for institutional investors. Our track record 
is underpinned by fundamental research and quantitative analysis, with robust institutional 
operational and risk management platforms. We are a founding member of the HFSB and 
regulated by the FCA in the UK, the SFC in Hong Kong, ASIC in Australia and registered with 
the SEC in the US.  
www.cqs.ch  
 
CQS said: “We are very pleased to be supporting these superb and innovative productions." 
 
About PwC 
PwC firms help organisations and individuals create the value they’re looking for. We’re a 
network of firms in 157 countries with more than 184,000 people who are committed to 
delivering quality in assurance, tax and advisory services. Find out more and tell us what 
matters to you by visiting us at www.pwc.com. 
 
PwC refers to the PwC network and/or one or more of its member firms, each of which is a 
separate legal entity. Please see www.pwc.com/structure for further details. 
 
 
©2015 PricewaterhouseCoopers. All rights reserved.  
Ian Powell, Chairman and Senior Partner, PwC, said: "Doing the right thing is important to 
PwC's strategy and we are delighted to be working with The Old Vic. Together, we make sure 
that the PwC Under 25s Club continues to make theatre accessible to young people to inspire 
a new audience." 
 
  



	  

The Old Vic Season Sponsor 

 

 

 

 

Partnering The Old Vic 

           

 

 

 

The Old Vic gratefully acknowledges an award of £5 million in 2012 from  
the Catalyst Arts Endowment Fund, conditional on our raising £15 million  
match funding by 2015.  

 

 

 
 
	  


